Systemic malacoplakia in a breeding pig.
An adult breeding pig had multiple disseminated lesions in several organs of the thoracic and abdominal cavities. Histopathologically, the lesions consisted of accumulated histiocytic cells with a few giant cells and a mild infiltration of lymphocytes and plasma cells associated with concentric laminated spherical Michaelis-Gutmann bodies which stained strongly with haematoxylin and varied in diameter. The histological features of the lesions were similar to those of malacoplakia reported in man. The present case seems to be unique because the characteristic lesions were found in many organs including kidneys, liver, spleen, lungs, gall bladder, small intestine and several lymph nodes. The possibility of the haematogenous spread of malacoplakia was suggested by the frequent formation of the lesions in perivascular areas. The present case should be described as "systemic malacoplakia in a breeding pig".